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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This office action is responsive to applicant's remarks received on March 17, 2008. 
Claims 1-16 remain pending. 

Response to Arsuments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claim 1, filed on March 17, 2008 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

A: Applicant's Remarks 

As agreed during the personal interview, Li and Enomota individually or in combination 
do not disclose or suggest "a function for placing an inquiry with said image rendering means as 
to whether a predetermined image rendering command is not executable by said image 
rendering means; and a simulation function which, when said predetermined image rendering 
command is not executable by said image rendering means, simulates image rendering 
corresponding to said predetermined image rendering command using an image rendering 
command that can be executed by said image rendering means, and outputs layout information 
including a simulation result, " as recited in claim 1 and similarly recited in claims 7, 13 and 14. 
Withdrawal of the Rejection of claims 1, 7, 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is respectfully 
requested. 

Further, claims 2-6 depend from claim I, claims 8-12 depend from claim 7, claim 15 
depends from claim 13 and claim 16 depends from claim 14. Li and Enomota do not disclose the 
features of independent claims 1, 7, 13 and 14 for the reasons discussed above. Thus, claims 2-6, 
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8-12, 15 and 16 are allowable at least for their dependencies on allowable independent claims 
as well as for the additional features recited therein. Withdrawal of the Rejection of claims 1-16 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is respectfully requested. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in condition 
for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims are earnestly 
solicited. 

Should the examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 

A: Examiner's Response 

As recited in claim 1 and similarly recited in claims 7, 13 and 14, Li and Enomota 
individually or in combination does not disclose or suggest "a function for placing an inquiry 
with said image rendering means as to whether a predetermined image rendering command is not 
executable by said image rendering means (^'Furthermore, each utility has an associated list of 
predetermined, and fixed, printer-setting parameters. " Li '521 at page 2, paragraph 0019). See 
also ('\..the network system or application, may implement a printer inquiry routine to 
determine the model name, or number, of local printer available prior to supplying any list of 
available utilities. " Li '521 page 2, paragraph 0020); a simulation function which, when said 
predetermined image rendering command is not executable by said image rendering means, 
simulates image rendering corresponding to said predetermined image rendering command using 
an image rendering command that can be executed by said image rendering means, and outputs 
layout information including a simulation result ("7/" the film image to be processed is the film 
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image which is not subjected to the non-standard image processing by the image processor 140 
when the main print is produced, the determination in step 250 is negated. Then, the routine 
moves to step 266 so that simulation image data (image data subjected to the image processing 
equivalent to the standard image processing) of the film image to be processed is fetched. Then, 
conversion of the resolution is performed for the purpose of producing the index print. In step 
268 simulation image data subjected to the conversion of the resolution is stored at a storage 
position on a storage region of a storage means (for example, the frame memory 142 of the 
image processor section 136) corresponding to a predetermined layout (a layout in which each 
index image is disposed on the index print). The simulation image data is stored as index image 
data. " Enomota '334 at column 40, lines 22-37). 

Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 1, 7, 13 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Therefore, claims 2-6, 8-12, 15 and 16 are not allowable at least for their dependencies on 
independent claims 1, 7, 13 and 14. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that this application 
is not in condition for allowance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 101 
(The previous claim rejection is withdrawn in light of the applicant's amendments.) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Enomota 
(US 6,801,334 Bl hereinafter, Enomota '334) in combination with Li et al. (US2003/0076521 
Al hereinafter, Li '521). 

Regarding claim 1; Enomota '334 discloses an infijrmation processing device for 
determining the image rendering positions within an image of various objects constituting the 
image, and outputting to image rendering means layout information including image rendering 
commands for rendering the objects in their positions, comprising: a simulation function which, 
when said predetermined image rendering command is not executable by said image rendering 
means, simulates image rendering corresponding to said predetermined image rendering 
command using an image rendering conmiand that can be executed by said image rendering 
means, and outputs layout information including the simulation result ("//' the film image to be 
processed is the film image which is not subjected to the non-standard image processing by the 
image processor 140 when the main print is produced, the determination in step 250 is negated. 
Then, the routine moves to step 266 so that simulation image data (image data subjected to the 
image processing equivalent to the standard image processing) of the film image to be processed 
is fetched. Then, conversion of the resolution is performed for the purpose of producing the index 
print. In step 268 simulation image data subjected to the conversion of the resolution is stored at 
a storage position on a storage region of a storage means (for example, the frame memory 142 
of the image processor section 136) corresponding to a predetermined layout (a layout in which 
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each index image is disposed on the index print). The simulation image data is stored as index 
image data. " column 40, lines 22-37). 

Enomota '334 does not expressly disclose a function for placing an inquiry with said 
image rendering means as to whether a predetermined image rendering command is not 
executable by said image rendering means. 

Li '521 discloses a function for placing an inquiry with said image rendering means as to 
whether a predetermined image rendering command is not executable by said image rendering 
means (^'Furthermore, each utility has an associated list of predetermined, and fixed, printer- 
setting parameters. " page 2, paragraph 0019). See also ("...the network system or application, 
may implement a printer inquiry routine to determine the model name, or number, of local 
printer available prior to supplying any list of available utilities. " page 2, paragraph 0020). 

Enomota '334 and Li '521 are combinable because they are from same field of endeavor 
of information processing devices ("The print manager process provides the user with the 
printer driver's graphics user interface... " Li '521 at page 2, paragraph 0012). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the information processing device as taught by Enomota '334 by adding a 
function for placing an inquiry with said image rendering means as to whether a predetermined 
image rendering command is not executable by said image rendering means as taught by Li '521 . 

The motivation for doing so would have been because it advantageous to simplify the use 
of a printer when using an image editing application ("It is another object of the present 
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invention to simplify the use of a printer when using an image editing application. " Li '521 at 
page 2, paragraph 0015). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Enomota '334 with Li '521 to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2; Enomoto '334 discloses where said simulation function simulates 
image rendering corresponding to said predetermined image rendering command using an image 
rendering command for at least one of a text object, an image object, a border object, and a 
background object ("/n step 266 resolution of simulation image data subjected to the above 
processing is converted for the purpose of producing an index print. In step 268, simulation 
image data subjected to the conversion of the resolution is, as index image data... " column 42, 
lines 49-53). 

Regarding claim 3; Enomoto '334 discloses analysis means for analyzing a document 
described in a structured tag language, and extracting therefrom objects constituting an image 
("...image processing system is structured so that the data of an original image is temporarily 

stored in a memory, the data of the original image is then read from the memory, and the read 
data of the original image is then subjected to an image processing in accordance with the 
contents (whether or not each type of image data processing is executed and the processing 
conditions of executed image data processings) of the processing previously determined on the 
basis of the results of analysis of the contents of the image. Thus, image data of the main image 
is output as data. " column 2, lines 22-32). 
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Regarding claim 4; Enomoto '334 discloses where said predetermined image rendering 
command or object is an image rendering conmiand or object relating to interactive input/output 
("7%e image processor 140 according to the third and fourth embodiments is connected to the 
input/output controller 134. Thus, image data subjected to the image processing is temporarily 
stored in the frame memory 142, and then output to the input/output controller 134 at 
predetermined times. The image processor section 136B has the same structure as that of the 
above image processor section 136A. Therefore, a description of the image processor section 
136B is omitted. " column 29, lines 34-42). 

Regarding claim 5; Enomoto '334 discloses where said predetermined image rendering 

command or object is an image rendering command or object used in the image rendering of an 
input form ("TTze image processor 140 according to the third and fourth embodiments is 
connected to the input/output controller 134. Thus, image data subjected to the image processing 
is temporarily stored in the frame memory 142, and then output to the input/output controller 
134 at predetermined times. The image processor section 136B has the same structure as that of 
the above image processor section 136A. Therefore, a description of the image processor section 
136B is omitted. " column 29, lines M-AT). 

Regarding claim 6; Enomoto '334 discloses image rendering means for rendering an 
image on the basis of said layout information, wherein said image rendering means inform said 
information processing device of an image rendering conmiand or object that can be used by said 

image rendering means in response to an inquiry from said information processing device 
{" ...the index print producing method according to the first aspect of the present invention 
enables an index print having a plurality of images disposed in a predetermined layout to be 
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produced in such a way that the completed main image of each of the images can easily be 
recognized. Namely, by referring to each image on the index print, it can be easily ascertained 
which of the plurality of main images output from the image processing system corresponds to 
which image on the index print. " column 7, lines 7-15). 

Regarding claim 7; Enomoto '334 discloses an information processing device for 

determining the image rendering positions within an image of various objects constituting the 
image, and outputting to image rendering means layout information including said image 
rendering positions, comprising: 

a simulation function which, when said predetermined object cannot be rendered by said 
image rendering means, simulates image rendering of said predetermined object using an object 
that can be rendered by said image rendering means, and outputs layout information including 
the simulation result {''If the film image to he processed is the film image which is not subjected 
to the non-standard image processing by the image processor 140 when the main print is 
produced, the determination in step 250 is negated. Then, the routine moves to step 266 so that 
simulation image data (image data subjected to the image processing equivalent to the standard 
image processing) of the film image to be processed is fetched. Then, conversion of the 
resolution is performed for the purpose of producing the index print. In step 268 simulation 
image data subjected to the conversion of the resolution is stored at a storage position on a 
storage region of a storage means (for example, the frame memory 142 of the image processor 
section 136) corresponding to a predetermined layout (a layout in which each index image is 
disposed on the index print). The simulation image data is stored as index image data. " column 
40, lines 22-37). 
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Enomota '334 does not expressly disclose a fiinction for placing an inquiry with said 
image rendering means as to whether a predetermined object cannot be rendered by said image 
rendering means. 

Li '521 discloses a function for placing an inquiry with said image rendering means as to 
whether a predetermined object cannot be rendered by said image rendering means. 

(^''Furthermore, each utility has an associated list of predetermined, and fixed, printer- 
setting parameters. " page 2, paragraph 0019). See also (''...the network system or application, 
may implement a printer inquiry routine to determine the model name, or number, of local 
printer available prior to supplying any list of available utilities. " page 2, paragraph 0020). 

Enomota '334 and Li '521 are combinable because they are from same field of endeavor 
of information processing devices ("The print manager process provides the user with the 
printer driver's graphics user interface... " Li '521 at page 2, paragraph 0012). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the information processing device as taught by Enomota '334 by adding a 
function for placing an inquiry with said image rendering means as to whether a predetermined 
object cannot be rendered by said image rendering means as taught by Li '521. 

The motivation for doing so would have been because it advantageous to simplify the use 
of a printer when using an image editing application ("It is another object of the present 
invention to simplify the use of a printer when using an image editing application. " Li '521 at 
page 2, paragraph 0015). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Enomota '334 with Li '521 to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 7. 

Regarding claim 8; Enomoto '334 discloses where said simulation function simulates 
image rendering of said predetermined object using at least one of a text object, an image object, 

a border object, and a background object ("/« step 266 resolution of simulation image data 
subjected to the above processing is converted for the purpose of producing an index print. In 
step 268, simulation image data subjected to the conversion of the resolution is, as index image 
data... " column 42, lines 49-53). 

Regarding claim 9; Enomoto '334 discloses analysis means for analyzing a document 
described in a structured tag language, and extracting therefrom objects constituting an image 

("...image processing system is structured so that the data of an original image is temporarily 
stored in a memory, the data of the original image is then read from the memory, and the read 
data of the original image is then subjected to an image processing in accordance with the 
contents (whether or not each type of image data processing is executed and the processing 
conditions of executed image data processings) of the processing previously determined on the 
basis of the results of analysis of the contents of the image. Thus, image data of the main image 
is output as data. " column 2, lines 22-32). 

Regarding claim 10; Enomoto '334 discloses where said predetermined image rendering 
command or object is an image rendering command or object relating to interactive input/output 
('TAe image processor 140 according to the third and fourth embodiments is connected to the 
input/output controller 134. Thus, image data subjected to the image processing is temporarily 
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stored in the frame memory 142, and then output to the input/output controller 134 at 
predetermined times. The image processor section 136B has the same structure as that of the 
above image processor section 136A. Therefore, a description of the image processor section 
136B is omitted. " column 29, lines 34-42). 

Regarding claim 11; Enomoto '334 discloses where said predetermined image rendering 

command or object is an image rendering command or object used in the image rendering of an 
input form ("TTze image processor 140 according to the third and fourth embodiments is 
connected to the input/output controller 134. Thus, image data subjected to the image processing 
is temporarily stored in the frame memory 142, and then output to the input/output controller 
134 at predetermined times. The image processor section 136B has the same structure as that of 
the above image processor section 136A. Therefore, a description of the image processor section 
136B is omitted. " column 29, lines 34-42). 

Regarding claim 12; Enomoto '334 discloses an image rendering means for rendering an 
image on the basis of said layout information, wherein said image rendering means inform said 
information processing device of an image rendering command or object that can be used by said 

image rendering means in response to an inquiry from said information processing device 
("...the index print producing method according to the first aspect of the present invention 
enables an index print having a plurality of images disposed in a predetermined layout to be 
produced in such a way that the completed main image of each of the images can easily be 

recognized. Namely, by referring to each image on the index print, it can be easily ascertained 
which of the plurality of main images output from the image processing system corresponds to 
which image on the index print. " column 7, lines 7-15). 
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Regarding claim 13; Enomoto '334 discloses an information processing method for 
determining the image rendering positions within an image of various objects constituting the 
image, and outputting layout information including image rendering commands for rendering the 
objects in their positions, comprising the steps of: 

when said predetermined image rendering command is not executable by said rendering 

means, simulating image rendering corresponding to said predetermined image rendering 
command using an image rendering command that can be executed by said image rendering 
means, and outputting layout information including the simulation result ("If the film image to be 
processed is the film image which is not subjected to the non-standard image processing by the 
image processor 140 when the main print is produced, the determination in step 250 is negated. 
Then, the routine moves to step 266 so that simulation image data (image data subjected to the 
image processing equivalent to the standard image processing) of the film image to be processed 
is fetched. Then, conversion of the resolution is performed for the purpose of producing the index 
print. In step 268 simulation image data subjected to the conversion of the resolution is stored at 
a storage position on a storage region of a storage means (for example, the frame memory 142 
of the image processor section 136) corresponding to a predetermined layout (a layout in which 
each index image is disposed on the index print). The simulation image data is stored as index 
image data. " column 40, lines 22-37). 

Enomota '334 does not expressly disclose placing an inquiry with image rendering 
means, which serve as an output destination for the layout information, as to whether a 
predetermined image rendering command is not executable by said image rendering means. 
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Li '521 discloses placing an inquiry with image rendering means, which serve as an 
output destination for the layout information, as to whether a predetermined image rendering 
command is not executable by said image rendering means (^'Furthermore, each utility has an 
associated list of predetermined, and fixed, printer-setting parameters." page 2, paragraph 
0019). See also ("...the network system or application, may implement a printer inquiry routine 
to determine the model name, or number, of local printer available prior to supplying any list of 
available utilities. " page 2, paragraph 0020). 

Enomota '334 and Li '521 are combinable because they are from same field of endeavor 
of information processing devices ("The print manager process provides the user with the 
printer driver's graphics user interface... " Li '521 at page 2, paragraph 0012). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the information processing device as taught by Enomota '334 by adding placing 
an inquiry with image rendering means, which serve as an output destination for the layout 
information, as to whether a predetermined image rendering command is not executable by said 
image rendering means as taught by Li '521. 

The motivation for doing so would have been because it advantageous to simplify the use 
of a printer when using an image editing application {"It is another object of the present 
invention to simplify the use of a printer when using an image editing application. " Li '521 at 
page 2, paragraph 0015). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Enomota '334 with Li '521 to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 13. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/799,66 1 Page 1 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

Regarding claim 14; Enomota '334 discloses an information processing method for 
determining the image rendering positions within an image of various objects constituting the 
image, and outputting layout information including said image rendering positions, comprising 
the steps of: when said predetermined object cannot be rendered by said image rendering means; 

simulating image rendering of said predetermined object using an object that can be rendered by 
said image rendering means, and outputting layout information including the simulation result 
(^'' If the film image to be processed is the film image which is not subjected to the non-standard 
image processing by the image processor 140 when the main print is produced, the 
determination in step 250 is negated. Then, the routine moves to step 266 so that simulation 
image data (image data subjected to the image processing equivalent to the standard image 
processing) of the film image to be processed is fetched. Then, conversion of the resolution is 
performed for the purpose of producing the index print. In step 268 simulation image data 
subjected to the conversion of the resolution is stored at a storage position on a storage region 
of a storage means (for example, the frame memory 142 of the image processor section 136) 
corresponding to a predetermined layout (a layout in which each index image is disposed on the 
index print). The simulation image data is stored as index image data. " column 40, lines 22- 
37). 

Enomota '334 does not expressly disclose placing an inquiry with image rendering 
means, which serve as an output destination for the layout information, as to whether a 
predetermined object cannot be rendered by said image rendering means. 

Li '521 discloses placing an inquiry with image rendering means, which serve as an 
output destination for the layout information, as to whether a predetermined object cannot be 
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rendered by said image rendering means Furthermore, each utility has an associated list of 
predetermined, and fixed, printer-setting parameters. " page 2, paragraph 0019). See also (". . .the 
network system or application, may implement a printer inquiry routine to determine the model 
name, or number, of local printer available prior to supplying any list of available utilities. " 
page 2, paragraph 0020). 

Enomota '334 and Li '521 are combinable because they are from same field of endeavor 
of information processing devices {"The print manager process provides the user with the 
printer driver's graphics user interface... " Li '521 at page 2, paragraph 0012). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the information processing device as taught by Enomota '334 by adding placing 
an inquiry with image rendering means, which serve as an output destination for the layout 
information, as to whether a predetermined object can be rendered or not as taught by Li '521. 

The motivation for doing so would have been because it advantageous to simplify the use 
of a printer when using an image editing apphcation {"It is another object of the present 
invention to simplify the use of a printer when using an image editing application. " Li '521 at 
page 2, paragraph 0015). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Enomota '334 with Li '521 to obtain 
the invention as specified in claim 14. 

Regarding claim 15; Enomota '334 discloses a program for causing a computer to 
execute the information processing method according to claim 13 {"...and image data produced 
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by a computer (hereinafter, the above image data items are collectively called "file image data ") 
The above image data may be input from outside (for example, input through a recording 
medium, such as a memory card or input from another information processing device through a 
communication line). " column 23, lines 34-40). 

Regarding claim 16; Enomota '334 discloses a program for causing a computer to 

execute the information processing method according to claim 14 ("...and image data produced 
by a computer (hereinafter, the above image data items are collectively called "file image data ") 
The above image data may be input from outside (for example, input through a recording 
medium, such as a memory card or input from another information processing device through a 
communication line). " column 23, lines 34-40). 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event. 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCUS T. RILEY whose telephone number is (571)270-1581. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30-5:00, est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler L. Haskins can be reached on 571-272-7406. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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